City of Colville
TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
August 14, 2018
8:30 a.m. – City Hall
MINUTES
The Technical Review Committee (TRC) met for a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 14, 2018, in the
Council Room, at City Hall. Chairman RJ Keetch called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. with a quorum
present.
MEMBERS PRESENT: City Planner RJ Keetch, Building Official/Inspector Dave Harper, Public Works
Director Jeff Cochran, and Street Supervisor Jeff Long, COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris
Loggers, and Nancy Foll. STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Lou Janke, and City Attorney Logan Worley
GUESTS PRESENT: Colville Planning Commission Chair Jody Hoffman, Judy Beavers, and Suzanne
Brown. RECORDING SECRETARY: Building and Planning Interim Administrative Secretary Todd
Chun.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: The minutes of the previous meeting of July 31, 2018 were
distributed to each member prior to the meeting. Dave Harper moved to approve the minutes and Jeff
Long seconded the motion. Voice vote carried, the motion passed unanimously.
PRE-APPLICATION SUBMITTAL INFORMATION: There were no Pre-Application Submittals at this
time.
OLD BUSINESS: There was no Old Business to discuss at this time.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Discussion: City/County MOU: Dog Park Proposal by Jody Hoffman
RJ stated that he, Mayor Lou Janke, Jody Hoffman did a walk through the proposed site to assess it for
dog park use. RJ had asked Jody to have her group assemble a proposal to be submitted to the Technical
Review Committee. He demonstrated to the committee the location of the proposed dog park site which
is adjacent to a city-owned baseball field that is nestled between two county properties and is why
approval of this plan would require involvement of both the city and the county.
RJ described the site plan to the committee as submitted by Jody. Jody mentioned that the county-owned
area of the proposed site is property that is landlocked without any way to access it without getting
separate approval from the city. She stated the main area of the proposed dog park is part of the Stevens
County Fairgrounds and Lori Matlock, who is the manager of the fair grounds, has already approved that
area for the proposed use. Jody is looking for cooperation between the city and the county to be able to
use the area located behind the city ballpark along Railroad Street so that they may have a double
entrance. One proposed entrance is west off of Washington Street and the other one would be behind the
left outfield area east off of Railroad Street. She then proceeded explain the parking scheme to the
committee and also the different ways that the dog park would be accessible to others such as kids
showing their dogs during fair time. She added that very minimal additional fencing would be required
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due to the existing fence in place. She said that they would not be building anything there besides a
possible shelter to escape the sun on hot days.
Jody said that she had already spoke with Mr. Nichols who owns the property to the south of the ball field
and he said that they would be okay with it as long as there aren’t too many barking dogs there. She said
that the main thing is the fencing around the ball field. She plans to provide gates so that the kids can
come in and out the ball field but the dogs will not be able to get to the ball field. She plans to use double
gated fencing at both entry locations.
Jody proceeded to explain to the committee her plans for beautifying the area with grass, plants and shade
trees. She wants to utilize the area for dogs as an “off leash” area so that the people in town who have
smaller yards will have a place that they can take their dogs to.
RJ said that from a process standpoint, after speaking with the Mayor, they feel that they should construct
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City, the County and possibly Jody’s organization.
He added that City Attorney Logan Worley would help them to compose a draft of the MOU. He also
mentioned that should they decide to move forward with this proposal, they will need to outline who will
be responsible for the various aspects of operating and maintaining the dog park. Jeff Long stated that the
County property that they are discussing is actually owned by Jeff Pitts and Arden Tree Farms so there is
an agreement with the County regarding its use. He asked Jody if this has already been addressed. He
mentioned that he is aware of this because of a prior circumstance in which he had to receive permission
from Arden Tree Farms to use the area as a snow dump. He is not sure if the County now owns it
completely but says that Jody will need to be sure that she has permission from the proper owner. Jody
said that as far as she knows, the property has been kind of deeded to the County fairgrounds. She added
that the land is not used except as overflow parking from the county fair and as a snow dump. She said
that she will look into any existing agreements that may still exist between the County and Arden Tree
Farms.
Mayor Janke said that the tax records will show who the owner is to which RJ added that it is definitely
owned by the County but we need to see if there are any agreements that still might have an impact.
Nancy Foll asked Jody if she understands her correctly in stating that it would be correct to say that this
would be under the management of the County and that Jody’s group is an Advisory Board to the County.
Jody concurred, adding that it is part of the fair grounds and Lori is the manager of the fairgrounds so
they would be serving as an Advisory Board to her. Jody said that Lori told her that as long as they were
willing to do the work, she would be happy to allow the proposed use of the land. It would also be under
the protection of an insurance policy as long as it is proven safe for everybody. According to Jody, Lori
said that she would also like for Jody to have the County Commissioners sign off on it and to have a
formal agreement with Jody. Jody said that she approached the Stevens County Commission with this
proposal before approaching the City. Nancy asked if she had an agreement in writing and Jody said that
she did not. Jody said that she met with two commissioners who seemed quite supportive. Nancy Foll
asked Jody when she expects to have an agreement in writing. Jody said that she didn’t know. Mayor
Janke added that it would be a requirement of the MOU to have a written agreement between the group
and the County. Nancy added that she thinks that the MOU should be generated by the County since the
property belongs to the county. RJ showed Jody an example of what a typical MOU looks like. The
Mayor suggested, in the interest of expediting this, that the City Attorney draft an MOU that Jody could
take to the County for review. Jody said that she could do that.
Nancy asked Jody if her group was prepared to cover startup costs. Jody said yes. Nancy asked Jody if
they know what source the water spigot will be supplied from. Jody said that there are a few possible
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locations that they could choose from: the City property, The Nichols property, and the UPS property.
She said she would work out an agreement where the County will pay for the addition of a spigot in the
dog park. Nancy said that to do this, they would need to have their own water meter. Jody said that if
they plant grass in the dog park, they will need to have their own water supply to keep in green.
Mayor Janke wanted to be sure that he understood the utilities and the right-of-way for the truck route.
He said that he is pretty sure that the fence is on the right-of-way but he isn’t certain and asked if anybody
had already taken a look at that issue. RJ used the online Building and Planning Map to show that the
fence lies mostly within the right-of-way. The Mayor asked if there was a storm drain or sewer line that
ran through there. RJ used the online map again to confirm that a storm drain does go through there. The
Mayor said that the MOU needs to have a stipulation that allows for City access to that storm drain. The
Mayor asked RJ if that was the only utility that ran through there. RJ said that he didn’t see any other
utility going through it by using the online map.
The Mayor asked about the use of the road and the parking at the end near the dead end. Jody said that
where the property butts up against the Nichols place, he usually comes out once or twice a year to clean
it up. Jody said that they would clean it up, maybe put some gravel down and make it a useable parking
area. The parking would be pulling into the stalls facing south. The entrance would be to the east of the
ball field. She estimates enough room for six or seven stalls. She added that policing and cleaning would
be done by them. The Mayor asked about toilets and garbage. Jody said there would be no toilets. She
said that the group will take turns picking up the dog droppings and removing the onsite trash. She said
that Lori will allow them to throw things in the dumpster by the agricultural trade center.
Jody said that she does not expect to see a lot of use of the dog park at first but hopes to see enough use
that the City could plan for another one. She said that they would devise a maintenance schedule for her
group. Nancy stated that she likes the idea of adding trees to the area but they would have to be the right
kind of trees. The Mayor suggested asking Jim Flott for advice regarding what type of plants would be
ideal for the dog park. The Mayor asked if the only area where there was no existing fence was over by
the Nichols property. Jody said that there is a fence there but is just needs a little repair on the corner
where UPS is. She reiterated that they would need to provide minimal additional fencing. Jeff Long
asked if there is a way to access the dog park from the truck route. Jody said that there currently is but
she doesn’t want it. Jeff again asked if the northwestern access would be from the fair grounds and Jody
confirmed that it would be.
RJ asked if anyone had any other questions, concerns or thoughts. The Mayor recapped for City Attorney
Logan Worley what he wants to see included in the MOU regarding the dog park. Basically he wants to
have the TRC make a motion in support of the dog park and to have an MOU with the County that the
City Attorney will work with the County to produce. The City will initiate the draft MOU that shall
include all parties’ interests including access, maintenance, long term care, operation, and the use of the
different areas of the ground. He also thinks that there must also be a separate agreement between the
group and the County which defines the County as having ultimate responsibility for the dog park. Nancy
asked about insurance. The Mayor said that insurance must be covered one way or another but not by the
City. Discussion arose between Nancy, Logan and the Mayor regarding the complexity of the insurance
coverage due to the fact that some areas of the park proposal are City property whereas other parts belong
to the County. The mayor said that the City would probably pull its coverage from the areas so that the
County could cover it but Nancy said that the County may have an issue with that. She thinks that the
County may want the City to continue its insurance coverage of what is currently covered already. The
Mayor disagreed stating that the liability of anything resulting from an issue because of the dog park such
as dog bites, should be covered by the County. Logan said that the County might have an issue paying
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for a policy that is not County property, but he would be interested to see what they have to say. The
Mayor added that they should devise a timeline for this. He then asked Logan when he might be
completed with a draft MOU. Logan said that he could probably have it ready before the end of the
month. The Mayor said that the draft will then be sent to the County commissioners for review. Nancy
suggested to Judy that she could probably get the MOU review on the agenda for the next County
Commission meeting.
Chris Loggers asked how they will confirm that the dogs are all properly inoculated and vaccinated and
up to date. Jody said that there will be a sign posted that will read that all dogs must have been
vaccinated for rabies and regular shots and also that all users assume liability for their pets when they
come in. She said that it would be an honor system. She also said that small children will not be allowed
in the dog park. The Mayor said the hours of operation should also be addressed in the MOU. Jody said
that the hours of operation will be from dawn until dusk.
Nancy said that she is not sure how it would work with dogs from outside the city limits with regards to
the park usage. Logan said that he doesn’t think there would be any issues since the same park rules
would apply to all dogs. RJ asked if this is going to be a dog “park”, would other park ordinances apply
to it regarding hours of operation. The Mayor asked if the area would be only restricted to dogs. RJ and
Logan agreed that the public name doesn’t matter but for comprehensive planning and zoning, they will
need precise language that separates this area from normal park ordinances. Chris asked how long an
MOU is good for because there may be an opportunity in one year to review it and enhance or alter it as
needed. The Mayor said that such an agreement is usually held in perpetuity and is not something that
they would want to revisit every year.
RJ Keetch motioned to support the dog park per the discussion between the Mayor, the TRC and the
group. Jeff Long seconded the motion. The Mayor added that this is with the intent of having a
memorandum of understanding drafted by the City Attorney with input by the dog people by September
1st, 2018. RJ asked for the groups’ vote on the amended motion.
Voice vote carried, the motion passed unanimously.
PENDING PROJECTS STATUS:
A. Vaagen Timbers
RJ stated that the Office of Building and Planning is processing a parking variance request that will go
before the Zoning Board of Adjustment on August 30th, 2018. Also, Vaagen’s has submitted their
General Land Use Application for the second phase of their construction project. The SEPA for the
second phase is also currently in progress.
Dave Harper said that they are pouring lots of concrete this week and they are expecting the steel to begin
arriving in mid September. He said that after the concrete is done, they will be doing grading and then
probably start talking to the Department of Public Works as well as the Water and Sewer Department
about utilities. Jeff Long said that they are having discussions about utilities right now. Mayor Lou
Janke asked how they were doing the quality control of the concrete. Dave said that he required separate
inspections of all concrete and steel involved in the construction project. The Mayor asked Dave which
firm was responsible for the inspections and Dave said that it is Budinger & Associates.
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RJ asked if anyone had any more questions on Vaagens. The Mayor asked if they have a completion
date. Dave said that he has not yet been given a completion date.
B. Autozone
RJ asked about the status of Autozone. He thinks they are pretty close to being finaled-out on that
project. Dave said that Autozone is getting close. They have a special inspector coming in from
Budinger again today for racking and they are waiting on electricity from Avista but they have been
delayed due to the power outage issues caused by the Boyds Fire in Kettle Falls. RJ asked Jeff Long and
Jeff Cochran if they were all good on the storm water collection and sidewalks to which Jeff Cochran
replied that they are still working on it and Jeff Long had told him that they are laying sod for the soil.
Jeff Cochran said that he needs to swing by there again today to check things out.
RJ asked if anyone had anything else on projects. He then said that the Office of Building and Planning
has received a SEPA application for a storage building out on Buena Vista but are still awaiting the plans
for that project. The Mayor said that, per Vickie Strong, there have been four lots sold up by Pheasant
Ridge and the Water and Sewer Department has been getting permit applications for them to be hooked
up. Discussion ensued amongst the committee regarding the new custom homes being built in the area.
Nancy Foll asked how all the construction is going on under the streets. Jeff Cochran said that the sewer
and some bus station projects have been completed. He then proceeded to explain for Nancy the
complexities involved with the various projects.
ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSION
RJ mentioned that this has probably been one of the busiest summers regarding weed and tall grass
complaints. Dave said that he had been working with City Attorney Logan Worley on a particular
garbage complaint that was supposed to have been cleaned up by today in which a final notice had
already been served because it is something that the City and their neighbors have been dealing with for
about three months. Nancy asked where the offending property is located. Dave let Nancy know the
address is 257 North Cedar Street. He said that the property owners have not been receptive and don’t
seem to care so he may need to hand it off to the City Attorney for further action. Dave said that he has
also had meetings with the Carpenters regarding the 8th Avenue, 9th Avenue, Carter, and Lincoln
properties and progress is slowly being made.
Nancy asked if the next step regarding the garbage at the 257 North Cedar Street location would be to go
to a criminal misdemeanor prosecution. Dave informed Nancy that, according to the Municipal Code, it
would be considered a misdemeanor and go to the prosecuting attorney’s office. Nancy asked if there
were a way to abate the situation by having the City clean the property up and then put a lien on the
property for the purposes of recovering the expenses. Dave said that this would require revision of the
Municipal Code. He believes that McGrane & Schuerman have done something similar for Chewelah,
but funding would be an issue with regard to paying someone to abate it. He then proceeded to describe
to Nancy the complexities involved regarding such a process. RJ explained to Nancy the history of the
status regarding evolution of the City’s policy in handling such matters. Discussion ensued and it was
determined that since this will be the first time an offense has perpetuated to this point since the City
adopted the property maintenance code, it will be a good way to see how effective the current policy will
be. Dave Harper added that the city of Spokane is starting to look at the property maintenance code that
Colville had adopted a year or two ago.
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RJ said that we received a complaint about the hot dog vendor who operates in front of the court house
that he had spilled oil on the rock planter area and asked if the Department of Public Works had any
concerns regarding that issue. It was decided that this is not a major concern to the committee.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: There were no members of the public present.
REPORTS:
Beside the projects that have already been discussed previously during this meeting, Dave added that
Hewes is looking at tearing down the loading dock at the old Hearth & Home building and looking into
building another eight thousand square foot loading dock that will work for them.
RJ asked Jeff Cochran if he had anything to report. Jeff said that they are still working on the grant for
the truck route.
RJ asked Jeff Cochran where they were at with regard to the Complete Streets grant. There were no
updates.
The Mayor queried about the status of the possible solar array. Jeff Cochran said that they are still
working to decide upon the overall viability of the project with regard to the City’s interest. The Mayor
said that he thinks that the array will benefit the City once it is installed and would like to know the risks.
Jeff said that until he gets a written agreement, he is concerned that unforeseen costs may occur with
regard to rate changes or fluctuation. Discussion regarding the complexities of finalizing this project
ensued.
Nancy asked Dave when the last time inspections for City buildings were performed. Dave said that it
was last done in September of last year.
ADJOURNMENT:
As there was no further business, Dave Harper made a motion to adjourn and the motion was seconded by
Jeff Long. Voice vote showed all in favor; the meeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m.

